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What Happensto the Children of 
Good Christian Families” 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Sermon preached Thurs., May 
8, 1941, Wheaton Chapel. Steno- 
graphically reported). 


I am glad to be here this morn- 
ing, and I am especially grateful 
for the way you young people have 
listened, and I pray God will bless 
us. What I am going to say this 
morning is so important in my 
mind that I am having Miss Viola 
take it down word for word. Many 
thousands of people will read _ it. 
If it is worth that, spending lots 
of money on and others spending 
money for, and thousands of homes 
reading it, 9,000 or 10,000, then you 
need to hear it. I am going to say 
some very unusual things this 
morning. 

What happens to the children of 
good Christian families? Preach- 
er’s boys, Missionaries’ daugh- 
ters? I will take some of the cases 
in the Bible and show you some 
striking things that happened to 
the families of the best Christians. 

I wonder how many here have 
preacher fathers? Hold your hands 
just a moment. (Seventeen). 


Let’s see. How many have mis-’ 


sionary fathers? Let’s see your 
hands. (Ten). All right. Thank 
you very much. 

I wonder how many have fa- 


thers who are connected with the. 


college officially? (Thirteen). All 
right. That is rather remarkable. 
This is a choice and picked crowd, 
isn’t it? Let’s pat ourselves on the 
heads! 

I wonder how many here have 
good Christian fathers and moth- 
ers? I imagine nearly everybody 
does. Hold -your hands high. 
(Everyone does.) Let’s reverently 
say, “Praise the Lord.’’ (All say, 
“Praise the Lord.) Praise the 


‘Lord for my good mother and fa- 


ther who are both in Heaven now. 
It is wonderful to have a good 
Christian mother and father. 


Now here is a sad thing, that 
boys and girls who have good 
Christian fathers and mothers, 
even boys and girls who have mis- 
sionary parents and have preacher 
fathers, often turn out wrong. That 
is one of the saddest things in the 
world but it is true. I could namie 
now some of the world’s greatest 
Christians whose children caused 
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shame. Some of D. L. Moody’s 
children turned out to be modern- 
ists. Billy Sunday’s son was di- 
vorced and was in the newspapers 
for worldly behavior. A great Bible 
school president who recently died 
has an infidel son. A greatly loved 
Southern Baptist preacher, pastor 
of one of the greatest churches in 
the world has a daughter who is an 
artist’s model. In jails and rescue 
missions I often meet drunkards, 
dope addicts and criminals who had 
active Christian parents. 

That is shocking. It is a sad 
thing what often happens to fam- 
ilies of good Christians. 


|. Bible Parents Whose Children 
Went Wrong — 

Let us read some cases in the 
Bible of children that turned out 
wrong. « 

Let’s take Adam’s_ children. 
Adam was a man that God made 
perfect. And he was such a per- 
fect physical specimen that he 
lived for over 900 years.- He was 
made-in. the image of God and had 
perfect wisdom and perfect health. 

(CONTINUED-ON PAGE TWO) 


Indispensable Factors in Revival 


By JONATHAN 
(Famous Canadian Presbyterian 


A missionary once remarked 
apologetically to me, “I have al- 
ways longed for revival; but my 
station is so out-of-the-way that it 
is impossible for me to obtain the 
services of an evangelist.” As if 
the Spirit of God is necessarily 
limited in His workings to a select 
few! We wish to state most em- 
phatically as our ‘conviction that 
God’s revival may be had when we 
will and where we will. That peer 
of evangelists, Mr. C. G. Finney, 
believed that any body of Christian 
people, provided they whole-heart- 
edly and unreservedly carried out 
God’s will, could have revival. Mr. 
D._ 1. Moody was continually urg- 
ing that Pentecost was merely , a 
specimen day. Most certainly is ‘it 
not tovbe misunderstood from these 
pages that the Orient is peculiarly 
suited to revival. We have seen au- 
diences in the homelands moved in 
exactly the same way as in China. 
True, it usually takes longer. But, 
whether it takes a day or whether 
it takes a fortnight, the principle 
is clear that any group of seeking 
Christians may receive the full 
blessing of Pentecost. 


Our reading of the Word of Godt 
makes it gi Naat to us that 


“Them That Honour Me, 
1 Will Honour’— I Sam. 2:30 


By Rev. GEORGE A. PALMER 
Morning Cheer Broadcast, Philadelphia, Pa. 


(Preached on WMBI, — 
Moody Bible Institute ra- 
dio station, Jurte 4, 1941.) 


Now if you have your | : 
Bibles before you, will 


you’ open them, please, to 
First Samuel, and we 
want to continue our 
study in First Samuel. 
Now you will remember 
that we called attention 
to this Old Testament 
character, Hannah. Han- 
nah was married to a 
man by the name of El- 
kanah.-~,-‘Thereé were no 
children as a result of 
that marriage. She cried 
to God in her distress,: 22. 
and God heard and an- |: 

swered her prayer, and |: 
Samuel was born. We {| 
made from this interest- 
ing narrative some spir- 
itual applications and re- 
minded you that as a re- 5 
sult of our relations with 
Christ there ought to be 
fruitfulness in soul win- 
ning. We asked the very 
personal question: “Do 
you have any spiritual 


REV. GEORGE A. PALMER 
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children?” Now there 

was another reason why Hannah 
ealled to God as. she did for a 
man-child: because the two sons of 
Eli, the Scripture says, were the 
sons ‘of Belial, and they knew not 
the Lord (I Sam. 2:12), and we 
spoke about the tragedy of not 
knowing the Lord. We don’t ex- 
pect people outside of the church 
to know the Lord but we do expect 


people inside the church to know 
Him. We callec attention to the 


fact that there are a great host of 


people in the church who know not 
the Lord. We told you yesterday 
that the preacher should know the 
Lord, the deacons, the elders should 
know the Lord. Every church 
member, every choir member, any 
person and every person having a 
part in the ministry of the church, 
teaching a Sunday school class, 
ushering, the janitor, ail should 
know the Lord. When people get 
into the church who know not the 
Lord, anything can happen. And 
~ (CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


GOFORTH, D. D. 
Missionary, “Goforth of China”) 


the Holy Spirit should be willing, 
even for a day, to delay His work. 
We may be sure that, where there 
is a lack of the fullness of God, it 
is ever due to man’s lack of faith 
and obedience. If God the Holy 
Spirit is not glorifying Jesus Christ 
in the world today, as at Pente- 
cost, it is we who are to. blame. 
After all, what is revival but 
simply the Spirit of God fully con- 
trolling in the surrendered life? 
It must always Be possible, then, 
when man yields. The sin of un- 
yieldedness, alone, can keep us 
from revival. 

But are we ready to receive 
Him? Do we value the Giver and 
the gift sufficiently? Are we ready 
to pay the price of Holy Ghost re- 
vival? Take prayer for example. 
The history of revival shows plain- 
ly that all movements of the Spir- 
it have started in prayer. Yet is 
it not right there that many of 
us wilt and falter at the cost? The 
Bible does not tell us very much of 
what went on in that Upper Room 
in Jerusalem between our Lord’s 
ascension and the Day of Pente- 
cost. But we may be reasonably 
certain’ that that little*band of dis- 
ciples begrudged every minute that 
was spent off their knees. There 
was so much to be? got rid of, so 
many hindering’ things to -be laid 
away, so much gold to be refined, 
so much dross to be consumed. The 
Day of Pentecost told best what 
had passed in that Upper Room. 
We know, too, that all subsequent 
outpourings of the Spirit were 
linked with prayer. ‘And when 
they prayed,” Luke tells us, “the 
place was shaken where they were 
assembled together, and they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spake the Word of God with bold- 


: ness” (Acts 4:31). 


‘The mighty spiritual upheavals 
in Reformation times, came large- 
ly as the result of prayer. It is 
said of Luther that he could get 
anything from God he asked for. 
Mary, Queen of Scots, had a great- 
er dread of the prayers of John 
Knox that of all the armies of Eng- 
land. That glorious movement of 
the Spirit which fused the discord- 
ant elements among the Moravians 
at Herrnhut in 1727, and trans- 
formed them into what has been 
the mightiest evangelising force in 
the world for the past two cen- 
turies, was born.in prayer.” Was 
there ever in the whole of Church 
history,” writes Bishop Hasse, 
“such an astonishing prayer-meet- 
ing as that which, beginning (at 
Herrnhut) in 1727, went on one 
hundred years? It is something 
absolutely unique. It was known 


-!as the ‘Hourly Intercession,’ and 


it meant, that by relays of breth- 
ren and sisters, prayer without 
ceasing was made to God for all 
the works and wants of His 
Church. Prayer of that kind al- 
ways leads to action. In this case 
it kindled a burning desire to make 
Christ’s salvation known to the 
heathen. It led to the beginning 
of modern foreign missions. From 
that one small village community 
more than one hundred mission- 
aries went out in twenty-five years. 
We will look in vain elsewhere for 
anything to match it in anything 
like the same extent.” But is there 
any reason, may we ask, why the’ 
Moravian movement should not be 
matched today? It is not likely 
that the Eternal Spirit has grown 
weary. Surely we may count on it 


that the blessing is waiting for us, | 


+ 


7 


if we will only get down on our 
knees and ask for it. 

Perhaps the most striking phase 
of the Wesleyan movement was the 
emphasis which its leaders laid on 
prayer. Their regular practice was 
to pray from four to five in the 
morning and from five to six in the 
evening. Great figures like William 
Bramwell, however, would spend 
half the night in prayer besides, 
and afterwards go through a 
district like a flame of fire. If 
only the millions of Methodists to- 
day would but esteem prayer as 
did their great forefathers, what 
might not happen! 

Finney depended more upon the 
prayers of fathers Nash and Clary 
to bring down Holy Ghost revival, 
than upon his own resistless logic. 
So accustomed are we today to the 
Laodicean condition of the church 
that the all-pervading influence of 
prayer in Finney’s time amazes us. 
Imagine forty ministers and mis- 
sionaries being thrust into the 
Lord’s harvest field as the result 
of prayer during one revival in a 
Rochester High School! By 1857, 
Finney was seeing fifty thousand 
a week turning to God. In many 
cities there was no building large 
enough to hold the prayer-meet- 
ings. It was at that time that the 
Fulton Street prayer-meeting 
started in a side room in a church, 
and in a few weeks had taxed the 
capacity of the entire building to 
the utmost, and had even over- 
flowed to neighboring churches. 


- In 1858, Mr. Spurgeon called his 
great congregation together and 
said: “The Spirit of God is saving 
multitudes now in the United 
States. Since God is no respecter 
of persons we will pray until He 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Half-Wit Jack and 
The Agnostic 
Lawyer 


By Dr. T. J. McCrossan 


A Philadelphia friend told us this 
story. He said an agnostic lawyer 
lived for years in the next block to 
him on the same street. He was 
naturally a very kindly man and 
had a host of friends; but, because 
of this fact his evil influence (reli- 
giously) .was all the greater. 

One morning, while the agnostic 
and this friend were waiting for 
the same car, a truck drove up and 
unloaded a great tent on the corner 
lot opposite, and other men began 
immediately to put the tent up. Be- 
ing curious to know what the tent 
was for, the lawyer went over to 


gelist was beginning meetings 
there that evening. That evening 
the tent meeting began, and soon a 
great crowd was attending, for the 
evangelist was a real man of God. 
About the fourth morning after 
the meetings started, the lawyer 
heard that a little fellow about 
fourteen years old, known through- 
out the whole community as Half 
Wit Jack, had been saved the night 
before. That same morning our 
friend was waiting for the car, 
when he saw the lawyer come out 
}of his gate and walk toward the 
corner. Suddenly little Half Wit 
Jack came around that corner 
walking toward the lawyer. The 
lawyer stopped him and said ’some- 
thing. Little Jack replied,‘and then 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


inquire, and found that an eyan- | : 


PAGE TWO 


What Happens To the 
Children of Good 
Christian Families? 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
Adam and Eve fell into sin like we 
all have, but received God’s for- 
giveness and lived noble lives. They 
were a wonderful couple but it 
turned out that in Genesis the 4th 
chapter the Scripture says: 
“Cain talked with Abel his 
brother: and it came to pass, 
when they were in the field, 
that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother, and slew him.” 


Cain, the first boy, was an un- 
believer and didn’t trust in the 


Lord, didn’t offer the right kind| 


of: sacrifice to God. He was the 
first modernist. He didn’t believe 
in salvation by faith in the blood 
and later turned out to be a mur- 
.derer. God had just promised 
Eve: “You are going to have a son. 
The seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent’s head and he shalt 
bruise his heel.” It didn’t say 
which woman and Eve naturally 
hoped when this baby was born, 
this lovely baby, the first boy born 
in the world — don’t you think 
she thought about the coming 
Saviour and said, “Maybe this will 
be the baby Jesus. Satan got me to 
sin and father Adam to sin but 
there will be one, the Saviour, who 
will put down Satan” — that baby 
turned out to be an unbeliever and 
murderer. What a broken heart 
Eve must have had when she found 
that the younger brother was mur- 
dered by the firstborn. That thing 
happened to the son of Christian 
parents. 


Noah's Son, Ham 


Let us take Noah. Noah was 
the best man in the whole world, 
the only man in-all the world that 
was good enough to escape the 
flood. He and his family were 
saved from the flood because he 
was a righteous man, and preach- 
er of righteousness for 120 years. 
The Lord says about Noah: 

“And Noah began to be an 
husbandman, and he planted a 
vineyard.” 

Maybe Noah hadn’t known_ the 
wine was fermented because it 
made him drunk. 

“And he drank of the wine, 
and was drunken; and he was 
uncovered within his tent. 

“And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the nakedness of 
his father, and told his two 
brethren without. 

“23. And Shem and Japheth 
took a garment, and laid it 
upon both their shoulders, and 
went backward, and covered 
the nakedness of their father: 
and their faces were backward, 
and they saw not their father’s 
nakedness. 

"24. And Noah awoke from 
his wine, and knew. what his 
young son had done unto him. 

“25. And he said, Cursed be 
Canaan (son of Ham); a serv- 
ant of servants shall he be un- 

_to his brethren.” 


That is where the race of wood 
hewers and water carriers, the col- 
ored race came, from the son of 
Ham and Canaan, because a young 
fellow, raised in a lovely home, dis- 
obeyed the plain command of God 
and a terrible curse was brought 
on him. 


Jacob's Ruined Daughters and 
Murderer Sons 


More than that. Let us see an- 
other case, the case of Jacob. He 
was a good man. What was the 
other name of Jacob? Israel. He 
got that name because God gave it. 
It is a spiritual name for the whole 
race of the Jews, greatly loved of 
the Lord. He had a great group 
of children, twelve sons and these 
twelve sons were heads of twelve 
tribes of Israel. What happened to 
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Jacob? In the 34th chapter of 

Genesis we read: 

“And Dinah, the daughter of 
Leah, which she bare unto 
Jacob, went out to see the 
daughters of the land. 

: “And when Shechem the son 
of Hamor the Hivite, prince of 
the country; saw ‘her, he took 
her, and lay with her, and de- 
filed her’ (Gen. 34:1, 2). 

Two of the boys went wrong and 
murdered a whole city. 

“It came to pass on the third 
day, when they were sore, that 
two of the sons of Jacob, Sim- 
eon and Levi, Dinah’s breth- 
ren, took each man his sword, 
and came upon the city boldly, 
and slew all the males.” 

And then stole all the goods in 


the city, etc. That is what hap- 


pened to a man’s family who pre- 
vailed with God. That is what the 
name Israel means. He was head 
of a Jewish nation. That is what 
happened to his family. 


Eli's Adulterous, Bribe-Taking Sons 


Let’s see another. The next’ one 
is Eli’s children. He was high 
priest. He had at this time next to 
the highest place and for the time 
being the highest place in the 
whole nation, as religious leader. 
In First Samuel the 3rd chapter 
the Scripture says, “You go tell 
Eli I have told him I will judge 
his house forever,” The Scripture 
tells about these men, the sons of 
Eli, how wicked they were: 

“I have told him that I will 
judge his house for ever for 
the iniquity which he know- 
eth; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he re- 
strained them not.”’ 

Eli was a good man but he didn’t 
whip his children. He didn’t make 
his boys mind and they went into 
the grossest sin. 


Samuel's Sons 


I will read you another one. 
Samuel was beloved of God. He 
was raised up. from babyhood in 
the temple. His mother gave him 
to God before he was born. Hanna 
was a good woman. Saruel was 
born in answer to prayer. Samuel 
was greatly used of God. His chil- 


dren — what happened to them? 
In First Samuel 8:3 the Scripture 
says: 


“And his sons walked not in 
his ways, but turned aside 
after lucre, and took bribes, 
and perverted judgment.” 

It turned out that his children 
were corrupt in politics instead of 
serving the Lord. They would take 
bribes: “I will decide this case in 
your favor if you will give me 
enough money on the side.” 

“Then all the elders of Israel 
gathered themselves together, 
and came to Samuel unto 
Ramah, 

“And said unto him, Behold, 
thou art old, and thy sons 
walk not in thy ways; now 
make us a king.” 

The boys are crooked. We can’t 
trust them. We want you to get 
us a king,’”’ they said. The sons of 
Samuel didn’t follow their father, 
but went into sin. 


David's Children 


Let us take the case of David. 
He was a man after God’s own 
heart. God gave him power to-kill 
Goliath. He was the man that God 
inspired to write so much of the 
Psalms. This man — what hap- 
pened to his children? He had a 
boy named Amnon. He didn’t whip 
him very much. He didn’t raise 
him very strictly, and this boy, 
Amnon, fell into awful sin with his 
half sister and ruined her. Word 
got to Absalom, the brother of 
Amnon, that he had ruined their 
sister, and Absalom, the son of 
David, killed Amnon, his brother. 
Then after a while Absalom steals 
the throne from king David. 
Absalom finally had to be killed. 
That is what happened to the chil- 
dren of good Christian families, to 
the families of prophets, high 
priests, kings and preachers. That 
is certainly worth. thinking about, 
isn’t it? 


ll. Lessons For Good Families 


I want us to draw some lessons 
from it. First of all, listen. You 
can’t ride on your father’s reli- 


|gion and your mother’s religion 


and their righteousness. Every- 
where I go I find that the saddest 
thing is that out of good Chris- 
tian families, some go to the dogs, 
out of some good Christian fami- 
lies, fathers and mothers are good 
Christians. but their children are 


not always Christians. The father 


|eration hits bottom, usually, 
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is honest; the boy is not honest. 
The mother is pure but the girl 
doesn’t turn out pure. You had just 
as well make up your mind, this 
business of being somebody — you 
have got to take it up for your- 
self. “I will be somebody.” Sure, 


being raised a Christian isn’t 
enough. If you are honest, it is be- 
cause you made up your mind to 
be honest. If you get an eduta- 
tion, it will only be because you 
yourself worked at it. It is a sad 
thing that often children of pro- 
fessors slide through and do sorry 
work.. Often preachers’ children 
misbehave in church. Don’t you 
know you can’t slide through on 
what your mother and father had? 
You need to be a man yourself, 
a woman yourself, a Christian 
yourself. You need to have good 
judgment, good Christianity your- 
self. If you don’t get to be some- 
body yourself, you can’t slide on 
what your dad and mother had. 


If you let them pay the bills 
‘now, when. you get out in the world 
everybody will get on to you. You 
can’t get by on what your dad and 
mother is. Learn to be maser cgisttn 
yourself. 


Notice another thing. Children 
of good families have the greatest 
temptations. If your father has 
money, he worked hard. He says, 
“I don’t want my boy to work so 
hard,” ahd he already has money. 
This boy’s hard-working father has 
money so you don’t have to work 
as hard as your father, and so you 
turn out to be a lazy boy. Do.you 
know why? Because the father did 
the work and made the money. Do 
you know why a humble mother 
has a proud and haughty girl? The 
mother stayed at home and worked 
and built a character.. She has a 
beautiful educated daughter. She 
is popular. She is the kind of @irl 
that mothers like their boys to go 
out with. I say, people have more 
temptations when they come from 
good families. You need not think, 
“Because my dad is a missionary I 
will be greatly honored.” Just be- 
cause your dad is a professor is no 
sign you will have the honor of the 
country. -You know, this is a funny 
thing, but every time you put a 
can on the post, every boy with a 
rock wants to knock it off. So 
those that have the greatest oppor- 
tunity,. the devil takes shots at. 


In Texas at the battle of San 
Antonio (not the battle of the 
Alamo), there was just a little 
handful of Texans, fighting for 
Texas’ own independence. Texas 
was once a separate nation from 
the United States but was later 
joined together with the United 
States. We had our own army, our 
own president, our own congress. 
Then when we began fighting, 
there were thousands and thou- 
sands of Mexicans and just a few 
hundred Texans. ‘The command 
was, “Every time you shoot, get 
brass buttons.” You know what 
that meant? Get an officer! If you 
kill one of their men, you have got 
so many others that it wouldn’t 
matter, but if. you kill all the offi- 
cers, the other men will quit. 
“Don’t bother with anybody but 
those with brass buttons.” The 
devil says, “I will get boys with a 
good training, good dads and good 
mothers — if I get these it will 
do more harm to the cause of 
Christ than anything else.” More 
temptations come to folk who have 
the best training. I wonder if you 
ever noticed that? 

Here in one generation is a rich 
man. He has lots of money. The 
second generation the boy is spend- 
ing it. The third generation turns 
out to be tragic. If I could make 
a million dollars, a man thinks, my 
children would have a good start, 
make money early, get to be bil- 
lionaries, because they inherit so 
much te start with. No, it doesn’t 
work that way. The truth is, this 
first fellow works hard, labors, 
sweats, makes good wages. Now 
the second generation starts out 
spending, not working; has plenty 
of money like the prodigal boy who 
took his father’s money and wasted 
it in drink and sin. The third gen- 
is 
ready for poverty, even. The top 
crust often becomes the bottom 
crust in three generations. ) 

The fellow who kas the best 
chance has the greatest temptation. 
Praise God if you have a good 
chance in this world, but you had 
better watch your step all the 
more. | 

The third lesson I bring to your 
mind and the most important of 


all is, everybody here must have a 


you were “raised a Christian,” but 
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personal relation to God. Sin comes 
to people because they drift along 
with a formal kind of religion 
without personally coming to 
Christ. Folk in the churches think, 
‘Tl’m all right. My father and 
mother are in the church. I’m 

really all right.” Boys and girls 
are likely to go to Hell who think 
they will go to Heaven. Your 
Mother really knew the Lord, your 
father knew the Lord. You have 
had religion at breakfast, dinner 
and supper at your house. You 
learned Bible ‘verses in Sunday 
school so a lot of you boys and girls 
don’t really know whether you 
have ever been born again or not. 
I say, you had better make sure 
about this. This matter of being 
a Christian is not a thing that 
goes by families but by individuals. 
You are an American, because your 
father is an American, but you are 
not a Christian because your fa- 
ther is a Christian. Do you see 
that? You are not a Christian be- 
cause your mother is a Christian. 


‘Hear me, this matter of being a 


Christian doesn’t go by families but 
by individuals. 


Adam and Eve believing in that 
blessed promise didn’t help Cain 
any. So it was with others in the 
Bible. David, a sweet singer, spir- 
itually-minded, inspired to write 
portions of the Bible, didn’t keep 
his boy Amnon from being a rapist. 
He didn’t keep Absalom from being 
a murderer. Jacob, father of the 
nation Israel, didn’t keep Dina 
from going astray, and his boys 
turning out to be murderers. 


That matter you have to settle 
for yourself. Have you been: bo 
again? Everybody here ought to 
say, “I am going to know for sure 
I have been born again. I want to 
know for sure that God is my Fa- 
ther, Christ is my Saviour. Ill 
find out about this business. I will 
have a personal God.’ You had 
better find that out for yourself. 
Dear boys and girls, God bless you. 
You know, God has big things for 
you. More ‘prayers go up for this 
crowd than any other crowd I 
preach to. You have mothers and 
fathers that pray. Most places I 
I go to and preach to a school- 
room full of boys and girls, the fa- 
thers and mothers of that crowd 
do not pray; some are not even 
saved. I say,-prayers go up for 
this kind of crowd. If anybody goes 


| wrong out of this crowd it will be 


hot for you when you stand before 
God. All the tears of a mother, all 
the prayers of a godly father — 
you surely will have to give an ac- 
count for them. And you must say, 
“I am going to have Christ as my 
own Saviour. I will start out to 
be a Christian myself. 


We have at our house family 
worship at the breakfast table. We 
read the Bible around the table. I 


read two verses, then the girl on 


my left reads two verses, and so 
on, until all the five older girls 
have read, and Mrs. Rice, ‘‘Moth- 
er.” (We have six girls. Every 
time I ordered a boy they were out 
and sent me another girl! I know 
when I am licked on that!) We 
read through a chapter and if the 
chapter is short, we sometimes 
read two chapters. Then we pray 
around the table, too. We all read 
the Bible and return thanks &t the 
table. It is a most natural thing 
for us to do. If we go on a journey, 
we stop and ask God to keep us. 


But I tell you now, you will find 
out after while that all the good 
mother and father does, does not 
make up for what you do. There 
will come a time when mother will 
not be here to pray for you and you 
will have to pray to God yourself 
for daily care and provision. Dad 
pays the bills now, but what about 
the time when you get out in the 


world and you have to have a God/ 


that can answer YOUR prayer for 
a job, for wisdom, for power? 
There is coming a time when you 


will have your prayers answered. 


Oh, there is no getting by without 
a personal knowledge of God, a 
personal regeneration, a day by 
day personal devotion ant studying 
of ‘the Bible, 


Are you a viakaiican) Christian 
in your heart? A lot of you are 
victorious in your family because 
your father and mother do the 
praying and working about it. Put 
you boys in an army camp and 
some of you would go to the rocks, 
when you are left alone. With 
mother gone, dad gone, you have 
no real manhood. You build u 
that with your own devotion to 
God and reading your Bible. It 


— come sooner or later that you 


“Them That Honour 
Me, I Will Honour’”’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


that is why in many cases we have 
divisions in our churches. 

Now God raised up Samuel in 
the midst of such a condition as 
this. He spoke to one of his sery- 
ants who went to the father of 
these two sons, Eli, and reprimand- 
ed him, rebuked him because of 
doing little if anything about the 
condition of his two sons and the 
situation as they ministered. And 
in ‘the 30th verse of the second 
chapter, the last part of the verse, 
we read: “Them that honour me I 
will honour.” 

What a marvelous privilege these 
two men, these two sons of Eli had 
in honoring the Lord as they min- 
istered. And what a privilege we 
have, we preachers and workers, 
what an opportunity we have of 
honoring the Lord, or preaching 
the Word in season and out of 
season, reproving, and rebuking 
and exhorting with all longsuffer- 
ing. Now this is the exhortation 
that we have from God Himself 
to us as His servants who have 
been saved by His grace and sep- 
arated unto Himself by His grace 
also. We are to preach the Word 
in season and out of season. We 
are to hold forth the word of life 
in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse generation. And God is look- 
ing for faithful men who will do 
this. 

I think of the privilege which is 
ours back east in the city of 
Philadelphia in the ministry we 
have to do day by day for one and 
a half hours over the air, the op- 
portunity of preaching the gospel 
every week-day morning, Monday 
through Saturday, from 7 until 8, 
and Monday through Friday, 12:30 
until 1, so that in this great metro- 
politan area of Philadelphia and 
New York City, we have an oppor- 
tunity of reaching hundreds of 
thousands of people with the gos- 
pel. And certainly we feel a tre- 
mendous. responsibility, and are 
conscious of the velous privi- 
leges of preaching the gospel day 
after day, and we i God for 
the results of preaching day by 
day. We have letter week, as the 
folk do here at Moody; and of 
course we got our idea from 
WMBI. And this year we received 
17,000 letters in four weeks. What 
a joy it is to read.those letters! 
Of course I could not read each 
one personally, but it was a tre- 
mendous joy to all of us to read 
many of those letters which tell of 
people getting saved because of 
listening to the radio ministry day 
after day. How wonderful it is 
that God does bless His Word in 
this way, and we have this mar- 
velous privilege of honoring Him. 


Now I know it isn’t the popular 
message of the hour to preach that 
the Bible is the inspired Word of 
God and that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and it isn’t the popular 
thing to preach about His miracles 
or His blood atonement at Calvary 
or His resurrection or His premil- 
lennial coming. Most. preachers 
don’t preach messages that involve 
the truth as it isin the Word of 
God. How tragic indeed when we 
as the servants of the Lord have 
the blessed privilege of honoring 
Him in preaching the Word. 
“Them that honor me, I will hon- 
or.”’ “My word shall not return un- 
to me void,’ the Lord said, “but it 
shall accomplish that which pleases 
me and prosper in the thing where- 
unto I sent it.”’ And so God has 
blessed the message of His Word 
as we have honored Him in the 
preaching of the Word. 

Well, of course, most of you will 
never be preachers or Bible teach- 
ers, or evangelists, but you know 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE) 


will be tested. Get ready now to 
be a real man of God. 


I wonder how many here will. 


say, “Praise God, I have a Sav- 
iour. I know He is my own Sav- 
jour ?”’.. Do you know that? How 
many ‘can say, “I have that sweet 
assurance”? Hold your hand just 
a moment. That isa wonderful pic- 
ture. Let us pray. 

Heavenly’ Father, we pray to-. 
day that you will help these boys 
and girls to be, by the grace of 
God, real Christians: Oh, Lord, 
make it real in their own lives. I 
pray that what happened to the 


P| children of good Christians in the 


Bible will not happen to the boys 
and girls of good Christian homes 
here. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 7 
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“Them That Honour | 
Me, | Will Honour” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


this message applies to you also. 
“Them that honour me, I will hon- 
our,” - There may be listening to 
this message today some business 
men. What a privilege business 
men have in honoring God in their 
business! 
Not far from the location of our 


- store in Philadelphia where we sell 


) n literature isa man who 
has a large place of business. He 
manages a large down-town store 
where refrigerators are sold. We 
see each other nearly every day. 
Hither he is in our place, or I 
am in his. We are only a half 
block from each other. Ten years 
ago he was not saved. He lived 
for the world, the flesh and the 
devil. He traveled in the best so- 
ciety. He came from a lovely fam- 
ily, he had plenty of money, but 
he was without God and without 
hope and without Christ, and he 
lived a life of sin. Death came in- 
to that home and took his lovely 
Christian mother. It broke his 
heart. Three -Christian business 
men came to see him while his 
mother was lying in the casket, 
and with a broken heart he lis- 
tened to their message. He got 
down on his knees as they invited 
him to, and accepted Christ, defi- 


- nitely received Jesus Christ as his 
‘ personal Saviour and passed from 


death unto life. And that friend 
of mine now is a Christian. He is 
the manager of this large down- 
town store in Philadelphia. On the 
wall in his office he has this pas- 
sage of Scripture, ‘‘What shall it 
profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose His own soul.” 
On his desk he has gospel tracts. 
Many times I have walked in there 


when he has not been busy, and al- 


most invariably I have found him 
reading his Bible. 


And that verse of Scripture on 


the wall, and those tracts on his 
~ desk have often made possible con- 


tacts with the customers that have 
resulted in, their salvation. A 
woman came in one day to buy a 
refrigerator. She had the money 
for it, but she said to my friend, 
“TI don’t know whether I should buy 
this refrigerator or not. My hus- 
band is very seriously ill in the 
hospital, and it looks as though this 
money may have to go for doctor 
and hospital bills, and I don’t know 
whether I should spend it or not. 
I have a heavy heart, and life is 
filled with unpleasant situations.’ 
That was what my friend was 
waiting for, and he said that he 
one time had a broken heart and 
found himself in the midst of dis- 
tressing circumstances with no 
remedy, and he told how the Lord 
Jesus saved him. You know, right 
then and there as they stood by 
the side of one of: those refrigera- 


tors, that woman definitely accept- 


ed Christ as her personal Saviour. 
When my friend finished praying 
with her, she said, “I want you now 
to pray for my husband in the 
hospital, for he is unsaved.” And 
my friend as he gives out gospel 
tracts or a-word of testimony has 
had the joy of leading many to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He often 
shows me his sales book and says, 


“Do you see that-sale there? That 


is a definite answer to prayer,” and 
so on. Well, “Them that honour me 
I will honour.” 

A very successful shoe merchant 
was one time asked by a friend of 
his how it was that he was so 


successful. He invited this friend 


into his office, and there on his 


desk was a placard: “God first, 


family second, business. third.” 
“Them that honour me, I will hon- 


: our.” 


And we will have to think of 
Christian business men who have 
a real testimony for the Lord in 
the midst of these trying days. You 
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may be a mechanic or a clerk in 
an office, I don’t know, but you 
have an opportunity there of hon- 
oring the Lord. But you say, ‘Mr. 
Palmer, you don’t know what I am 
up. against -in the office where I 
work.” Well, I think I know. I 
haven’t always been a preacher. I 
have had contacts with the world. 


For instance, I am a plasterer by | 


trade. I know what it is to work 
on buildings, building operations, 
meeting hard, sinful men who 
curse and swear and drink, and 
who are immoral and all that 
kind of things. But you know, we 
always found the grace of God suf- 
ficient, and found it possible to 
live above the environment in 
which we were. I worked from 
day to day, whether working as a 
plasterer, a clerk, or working in a 
brokage office, I found God’s grace 
sufficient, and found it was possible 
to bear a good testimony. You 
don’t have to curse with the gang. 
You don’t have to tell smutty 
stories with the gang. You don’t 
have to smoke with the gang. God’s 
grace will be sufficient for you as 
a Christian business man, as a 
clerk in an office, as a mechanic 
in a factory, or a salesman on the 
road. Wherever you are, this ap- 
plies to you,.““Them that honour 
me, I will honour.” Take your 
stand for Christ, live for His praise 
and His honor and for~His glory. 


Now just a word to you ladies, 
you housewives, there is a word 


here that exactly applies to you al- 
so in your home. Certainly it does. 
“Them that honour me, I will hon- 
our.” It applies most assuredly to 
the home. You live there’ from 
day to day, you spend most of your 
time there. You are confronted 
with trials and troubles, and, well, 
it is a good place to exercise the 
grace of God and to live the Chris- 
tian life in honouring the Lord. 


I wonder if you are more con- 


cerned this morning about being 
good housekeepers or about being 
good home-builders. You know 
there is a vast difference between 
them, don’t you? I know it is nice 
to have a place for everything and 
everything in its place, but if you 
have six or eight children in the 
home, I am afraid it is not alway 
possible to have everything in its 
place, even though there is a place 
for everything. We have had eight 
children in our home, six of them 
living, and I know Mrs. Palmer has 
had a tough job, not only with the 
children, but often with her hus- 
band who sometimes wouldn’t be 
too careful about where he hung 
his coat, etc. I know that you are 
concerned ‘about being a good 
housekeeper, but you know there 
is something far more than that, 
and that is being a good home- 
butider. I have met hundreds of 
women who were good housekeep- 
ers who knew very little, if any- 
thing, about’ being good home- 
makers. You remember that the 
Word of God says who is the head 
of the house. Don’t fuss with me 


about this thing. This is God’s|- 


Word, not mine. If you push your 
husband out of his place of head- 
ship, there is going to be trouble. 
You take over the running of 


things, and there is going to be 


trouble, because you are changing 
God’s order of things. “You will 
find this out. If you have children, 
the first thing you know your chil- 
dren will come along and push you 
off your throne and usurp the au- 
thority. I have seen that thing 
many times. I have in mind a 
family, the husband was a kindly 
fellow, easy going. He was a 
plasterer by trade, as I was. When 
he would come home in the winter 
time with limy shoes on — we 
didn’t change our shoes in the 
winter time, it would be too cold 
in the building — she would be 
waiting for him: “Don’t bring 
those limy shoes in here! Don’t get 
any of that plaster on my clean 
floor!’’ That is not the best way to 
greet a husband after he has been 
out working hard all day. He used 
to smoke a pipe, but she would nev- 
er let him smoke it in the house. 
It was all right for him to smoke 
cigarettes in the house, but he 
couldn’t smoke his pipe. I don't 
condone the use of tobacco, I am 
just calling this to your attention. 
He was one of those hen-pecked 
fellows. He had tough going of it 
around there. The time came when 
one of the daughters pushed the 
and took 
over the running of things in the 
home. You know what happened. 
I saw that mother in despair one 


‘evening go to a closet and look 


for some iodine. She was so 


desperate she wanted to take a 
dose of iodine and take her life. 
She was a good housekeeper, but 
she didn’t know very much about 
building the home. . ' 

Mrs. Palmer and I had dinner not 
very long ago with some friends. 
The wife is saved, the husband un- 
saved. The husband was another 
of the general easy-going fellows. 
She is quick and hasty and has a 
fiery tongue, yet she is gaved by 
the grace of God. Do you know 
what that man said to me as I 
talked about the Lord and his need 
of Christ? He said, “If becoming a 
Christian makes one that way, ex- 
cuse me, Mr. Palmer, I don’t want 
to be a Christian, really, if it makes 
me that way. My wife is the big- 
gest hindrance I have to ever be- 
coming a Christian, because her 
quick tongue, her temper, and so 
so on, make a wreck of our home. 
She listens to your every morning 
broadcast. Every morning my wife 
has her Bible open and has her 
hymn book. Nothing can be done 
for that entire hour in the home.” 

I said, “It must be nice. You 
have a lovely home. You must be 
happy.” 

“No, no,” he said, “far from 
that. My wife is worse than the 
devil to get along with.” 

I said, “You don’t mean to tell 
me.” 

“That is the gospel truth. Yes, 
sir. She reads the Bible and sings 
with you on the radio, and all that, 
but she is worse than the devil to 
get along with.” 

I talked to that man about things 
of God, and had him on his knees 
in our living room and he accepted 
Christ as Saviour... His wife might 
have done that if she had been 
honoring God in the home. 

When I was in California two 
years ago I was entertained in 
Death Valley by Mr. and Mrs. 
Scott, Death Valley Scotty, there 
in their castle. At the evening meal 
someone mentioned this rather in- 
teresting thing. They told of a 
man who went into a restaurant 
there and gave an order for break- 
fast. 

“T want scrambled eggs, messy 
and rather watery; toast badly 
burned, and coffee almost cold,” 

The poor girl looked aghast, and 
said, “I beg your pardon, sir.” 

He repeated the order, and she 
said, ‘‘Yes, sir,” and went to the 
kitchen and gave the order just 
as she had received it, and in turn 
brought it back to the man. And 
there were the eggs scrambled and 
all messy and very watery, the 
toast burned, and the coffee almost 
cold. And he said, “Thank you 
very much. This is just the way I 
wanted it; the coffee, toast, and 
the eggs.”’ 

‘Is there anything else, sir, I 


can get for you or do for you?” 


“Yes,” he said, “sit down on the 
other side of the table and mess 
your hair all up and begin to 
whine. I feel tremendously home- 
sick this morning.” 


It is no wonder many husbands 
like to get out of the house in the 
evening as quickly as possible and 
go and stand around at the corner 
and talk with other men who may 
find themselves in the same situ- 
ation at home. Listen mothers, lis- 
ten wives, you have the privilege of 
honoring God in your home, and 
you will be concerned vitally about 
that, won’t you? We can honor 
God in our homes by the open Bible 
and good gospel literature on the 
table and verses of Scripture on 
the walls. And don’t forget the 
family altar. These things are very 
vital and important in the home. 


Don’t forget to take the family 
around you to read the Bible and 
have prayer together. Oh, what an 
important thing in the home that 
is. You won’t find time to do this. 
No, you will have to take the time 
to do it. We take the time in the 
evening after the evening meal. 
There is a rush in the morn- 
ing to get everybody off to school 
and to work. So we take the time 
just when we have finished our 
evening meal to read the Bible and 
have prayer. All the children pray 
around, and Mrs. Palmer and my- 
self. We have our family altar in 
the home and this honors God. 
“Them that honor me, I will hon- 
or.” You may do this in your home 
and bear a testimony for the glory 
of God and live for his praise. | 

Now there may be some young 
people listening in, and some of 
you go to high school or college or 
grade school, and the same applies 
to you. “Them that honor me, I 
will honor.” As you make your 
social contacts, or as you attend 


Half-Wit Jack and the 
Agnostic Lawyer 
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walked rapidly away. When the ag- 
nostic reached the corner to take 
his car, he just nodded to our 
friend and all other aquaintances, 
and then walked off by himself, 
When,. they boarded the car, he 
went- away up front and sat by 
himself. He tried to. make _ his 
friends believe he was reading his 
paper, but our friend, Who was 
watching him keenly, éould see 
that he was not reading. Next 
morning the lawyer was just. as 
queer and unfriendly. Again he 
went to the front of the car, and 
had nothing to say to anyone. The 
result was that all that knew him 
were asking one another: What is 
wrong with lawyer A? 


After this strange conduct of 
lawyer A. had lasted about. three 
days, that night our friend and his 
wife went to the tent meeting; and, 
to their great surprise, they saw 
lawyer A. there. The evangelist 
preached a splendid gospe] sermon, 
and then urged all the unsaved 
who desired to accept Christ as the 
Saviour, to come to the altar. The 
first man to go was laywer A., the 
agnostic. Some one told the evan- 
gelist who he was, and he went 
down and spoke with him; and, in 
a few minutes, they both arose and 
walked to the platform. The evan- 
gelist then said: Lawyer A., whom 
you all know has accepted Christ 
as his Savior, and he desires now 
to tell you neighbors what led him 
to do so. 

The lawyer then stood up and 
said: Neighbors, you all know that 
for many years I have been a con- 
cientious agnostic, and that I have 
talked against the Bible because it 
taught that there was a Heaven 
after death for the good, and a 
Hell for the wicked. Well, three 
days ago I heard that little Half 
Wit Jack had got religion here the 
night before; and, as I was walking 
to take the car the next morning, 


‘|I saw Jack coming toward me. I 


stopped him and said: Jack, they 
tell me you got religion last night. 
Yes, Mr. A., I did. Well, Jack, 
haven’t I often told you that there 
isn’t any Heaven and there isn’t 
any Hell? Yes, Mr. A., you have: 
but last night God was talking to 
me, and I began to think for my- 
self. I reasoned like this: Suppose 
there isn’t any Heaven, and sup- 
pose there isn’t any Hell, then, Mr. 
A., I will be just as well off as you 
are when I die. But if there is a 
Heaven, and if there is a Hell, then 
I will have two chances to your 
one of going to Heaven, and you 
will surely go to Hell; and, Mr. A., 
I am no fool: and he walked rapid- 
ly away. 

The lawyer then told the audi- 
ence how God had used those words 
of Half Wit Jack to make him 
think, as never before. All day 


school from day to day, do you 
really have-a good testimony? 
You won’t find it: an easy job to 
live for Christ in the schoo] room. 
My children haven’t found it so in 
high school, I know, and they have 
had it flung in their faces many 
times because they don’t go along 
to the school dance, and to the card 
games, etc. “Where is your class 
spirit?’’ There is something more 
important than class spirit in the 
life of a Christian, and that is hon- 
oring God from day to day. 
Now in the school, and as you 
make your social contacts you can 


honor God. “Them that honor me, 
I will honor.” 
Whether we are preachers, 


whether we are Bible teachers, 
whether we are evangelists, or 
whether we are just witnessess for 
Him, or whether we are business 
men, clerks in offige or mechanics 
in a factory, or working on some 
building operation somewhere, 
whether we are wives in the home, 
or mothers, or Christian business 
women, or whether we are young 
men or young women or boys or 
|girls going to high school, college, 
or making social contacts, we can 
honor God. | : 

Now all this is only for Chris- 
tians,. of course. 


is to take Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour. He died for you. 
Confess your sins, receive Him now 
and confess Him as your personal 
Saviour, and then you, as a Chris- 
tian, will be in a position to honor 
him day by day. 

~ “Them that honor me, I will hon- 
or.” 
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The important | 
thing for you, if you are unsaved, | 
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A CORRECTION 


In June 27th Sword of the 
Lord we announced a new Sun- 
day broadcast by Rev. T. Myron 
Webb, from KVOO, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. However, 
Evangelist Webb informs us 
that KVOO is located in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and not in Oklahoma 
City. 

Rev. Webb’s service. is from 
8:00 to 8:30 Sunday mornings, 
1170 on your dial. Listen in Sun- 
day mornings, if possible, and 
pray for the success of this 
broadcast. 


long, except when busy with 
clients, the Holy Ghost. would re- 
peat to him little Jack’s words: 
“Suppose there isn’t any Heaven, 
and suppose there isn’t any Hell, 
then, Mr. A., I will be just as well 
off as you, when I die. But if there 
is a Heaven, and if there is a Hell, 
then I.will have two chances. to 
your one of going to Heaven, and 
you will surely go to Hell; and, Mr. 
A., I am no fool.” Then at night, 
he said, God would wake him up, 
and again and again—like a voice 
speaking to him from within—he 
would hear little Jack’s words: 
“Suppose there isn’t any Heaven, 
and suppose there isn’t any Hell, 
then, Mr. A., I will be just as well 
off as you, when I die. But if there 
is a Heaven, and if there is a Hell, 
then I will have two chances to 
your one of going to Heaven, and 
you will surely go to Hell; and, Mr. 
A., Iam no fool.” The result was, 
friends, he added, that I saw my- 
self as a poor lost sinner who need- 
ed a Savior; so I came here to- 
night, and God has saved me for 
time and eternity. 

(From The Bible: Its Hell and 
Its Ages). 

—-——-Q----- 


Goal of Two Thou- 
sand Subscriptions 


Nearly Reached 


In the June campaign for sub- 
scriptions to The Sword of the 
Lord, giving the editor’s new book, 
“AND GOD REMEMBERED... .” 
And Other Favorite Messages, as 
a premium, we have received to 
date 1748 subscriptions. Today 
(Saturday, July 5) there were 101 
subscriptions in the one mail. Let- 
ters from far-off parts of America 
will come in Monday. We had 
prayed for 2,000 subscriptions in 
this campaign, and our hearts are 
praising the Lord, and we yet hope 
to attain the goal. It is the best 
subscription campaign we have 
ever had. 

Now let us remind our friends 
that the regular rate of $1.00 a 
year, three years for $2.00, is the 
best bargain in the Christian mag- 
azine field, with more actual high- 
grade material for the money than 
in any other magazine we know. 
Actually, the editor pays over 
$100.00 a month to keep the work 
going, so you get the paper for less 
than it actually costs. 

Where else can you read, week 
after week, full-length revival ger- 
mons such as those by Dr. H. A. 
Ironside, Rev. Charles E. Fuller, 
Rev.-Sam Morris, Rev. George A. 
Palmer, Evangelist John R. Rice, 
and other leading soul winners in 
America, printed in The Sword of 
the Lord? And many testimonies 
come from all over America, writ- 
ten by pastors of many denomina- 
tions, by young Christians, by old 
and poor people, telling of the un- 
usual blessings received from The 
Sword of the Lord. 

You who got the lovely book, 
“AND GOD REMEMBERED ....” 
why not buy other copies for pas- 
tor or as gifts to friends? Severai 
are buying the book at the special 
price of five copies for $2.00, post- 
paid, giving the book to unsaved 
ones, boys in army camps, to pas- 
tors; leaving it in hospitals, in doc- 
tor’s waiting rooms, in libraries. 

Appreciative letters have come 
from leading Christian workers 
concerning this book. __. 
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‘naan eenttiimian 


“Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 


“Take my yoke upon you, and 


learn of me; for I am meek and ..; 


lowly in heart; and ye shall find — 
rest unto your souls. 


“For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” —- Matt. 11:28-30. . 
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_(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


sends similar showers of blessing 
upon our land.” The mighty re- 
vival of 1859 was the answer. Mr. 
Moody, it is said, would not ac- 
cept an invitation to conduct a mis- 
sion unless he were given positive 
assurance that the way would be 
prepared by prayer. In the south 
of Wales, shortly before the great 
revival there in the early years of 
the present century, three hundred 
extra prayer-groups were formed. 
Wales, in fact, became almost like 
one great prayer-meeting. What 
was the result? Within two months 
seventy thousand turned to the 
Lord. 


At Calcutta, in 1902, two lady| 


missionaries of the Khassia Hills 
Mission listened to an address on 
prayer by the late Dr. Torrey. They 
were so moved by it that when 
they went back to their people 
their one theme was.prayer. The 
result was that, by the Spring of 
1905, the Khassians were praying 
everywhere. Revival, of course, 
was inevitable. Within a few 
months, over eight thousand addi- 
tions were made to the church in 
that one section of India. 


In an early chapter we pointed 
out how that it was intense, be- 
lieving prayer that had so much to 
do with the revival which, in 1907, 
brought fifty thousand Koreans to 
Christ. We are convinced, too, that 
all movements of the Spirit in 
China which have come within our 
own experience, may be traced to 
prayer. After one particularly 
moving series of meetings a mis- 
sionary remarked to me: “Since 
the Lord did so much with our 
small amount of praying, what 
might He not have done if we had 
prayed as we ought?” “What is 
the secret of revival?” a great 
evangelist was once asked. “There 
is no secret,” he replied. ‘“Reviv- 
al always comes in answer to 
prayer.” 

We wish to affirm, too, that we 
can entertain no hope of a mighty, 
globe-encircling Holy Spirit revival 
without there first being a back- 


- to-the-Bible movement. The Author 


of the Bible is being greatly dis- 
honoréd these days by the doubt 
cast upon His Word. Jt must, in- 
deed, be a cause of intense grief 
to Him that the Book which alone 
testifies of the Lord Jesus should 
be so lightly esteemed by man. Un- 
less the Bible is to us in very truth 
the Word of God, our prayers can 
be naught but sheer mockery. 
There never has been a revival ex- 
cept where there have been Chris- 
tian men and women: thoroughly 
believing in and whole-heartedly 
pleading the promises of God. 

The Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God, is the only 
weapon which has ever been might- 
ily used in revival. Where it has 
‘been given for what it claims to be, 
the Word of God has always been 
like a sharp, two-edged sword, like 
fire, and like a hammer that break- 
eth the rock in pieces. When 
Luther got the Scriptures trans- 
lated into German, that country 
was lost to Rome. Moody did not 
possess the learning of the schools, 
but he did know his Bible; and it 


is certain that the world never has 


known, and doubtful if it ever will 
know, his equal as an apostle of 


. souls. 


During my student days in To- 
ronto my one weapon, in the jails 


and slums, was the Bible. In China| 


I have often given from thirty-five 
to forty addresses in a week, prac- 
tically all of them being simply Bi- 
ble rehearsals. In fact, I think I 
can safely say’ that,-during the 
forty-one years that I have been on 
the foreign field, I have never once 
addressed’a.Chinese audience with- 
out an open Bible in my hand, from 


_ '~ which I could say, “Thus saith the 
= Lord!” Ihave always taken it for 
» granted that the simple preaching 


of the Word would bring men to 


si Christ. It has never failed me yet, | 


My Chinese pastor, one of the most 
consecrated men I have ever met, 


was saved from a life of shame 


and vice by the first Gospel ad- 
dress which he ever heard me give. 
‘My deepest regret, on reaching 


Indispensable Factors In Revival — 


threescore years and ten, is that I 
have not devoted more time to the 
study of the Bible. Still, in less 
than nineteen years I have gone 
through the New Testament in 
in Chinese fifty-five times. That 
prince of Bible-teachers, Dr. Camp- 
bell Morgan, has declared that he 
would not attempt to teach any 
book in the Bible unless he had 
first read it over at least fifty 
times. Some years ago, I under- 
stand, a gentleman attended the 
English Keswick and was so fired 
with a zeal for the Bible that in 
three years he read it through 
twelve times. One would imagine, 
of course, that. he belonged to the 
leisured class. On the contrary, 
however, he began his day’s work 
at the Motherwell steel plant at 
5:30 a. m. 

The Bible was not so neglected a 
Book when the great revivals of 
1857-59 swept over the United 
States and Great Britain. Neither 
was it .so neglected in Moody’s 
time. During the late Manchu dy- 
nasty, scholars were expected to 
know the classics of their sages by 
heart. How do the scholars of so- 
called Christian lands measure up 
to that standard as regards the 
“World’s Great Classic ?”’ It is noth- 
ing short of pathetic how so many, 
who come  professedly to rep- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


resent the Lord Jesus Christ in 
China, know so little of His, word. | 
Thirty years ago the missionary 
ideal was to know the Bible so 
well that one would not have to 
carry around a concordance. Is the 
indifference to the Bible today on 
the part of so many missionaries 
due to the fact, perhaps, that they 
have discovered.some better means 
with which to meet the needs of a 
sin sick. world? 


Finally, the call to revival must 
be a call to exalt Jesus Christ in 
our hearts as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. He is like an Ever- 
est peak, rising from the level 
plain. There must room only for 
Him, if we would have Him dwell 
with us at all. Every idol must be 
smashed; every darling Isaac laid 
on the altar; every urge of self 
denied. Then, and then only, can 
we expect the larger fields to open 
before us. It is said of Mahmoud, 
the great Moslem warrior that, in 
his trail of conquest through 
Northern India, it was his practice 
to destroy all idols which fell into 
his hands. He came at last to the 
city of Guggeratt, where there was 
an idol which was held in unusually 
high esteem by the people. _ The 
chief notables of the city came to 
the general and pleaded with him 
that-he would spare to them this 
one idol. He might do as he wished 
with the others, they said, but if 
he took this god from them, too, 


pleaded with such intensity that, 
for a moment, the heart of the 
conqueror was touched. It seemed 
more than heartless to bereave 
these poor people of what was ap- 
parently life and death to them. 
Then he remembered his vow to 
spare not one idol. The will of Al- 


lah was plain. He had a sledge 


hammer brought to him, and with 
it -he dealt the idol one terrific 
blow. To his amazement there 
poured from the rent in the image 
a stream of jewels and precious 
stones. The people had hidden their 
treasures in the image, hoping to 
move the conqueror to spare it. 
Consider what his loss would have 
been if he had stayed his hand at 
the sacrifice of that one last idol. 


Was there ever such an incom- 
parable opportunity for Christian 
leaders to get rid of their ecclesi- 
astical idols and bring themselves 
into heart contact with the un- 
searchable riches of Christ as at 
the Missionary Conference in Edin- 
burgh in 1910? There has been no 
church gathering in modern times 
around which such expectations 
have centered. Missionary leaders 
had come from all parts of the 
world. 
hope of many that a new era in 
missions had dawned. The subject 
for the last day was—‘“The Home 
Base.” It provoked yisions of end- 
less __ possibilities. The 
churches, empowered by a mighty 


they might just as well die. They 


Holy GhostRevival, would send 


+sion. But no, the dethronemen 


It was the confident | 


home |} 


out men fitted as were Paul and 
Barnabas. With their enormous 
resources in men and means, the 
world would be evangelized in a 
generation. ye 

Alas! It was only a dream. Nev- 
er have I experienced such keen 
pain and disappointment as I did 
that day. Of the many who ad- 
dressed that great missionary 
gathering, not more than three 
emphasized God the Holy Spirit as 
the one essential factor in world 
evangelism. Listening to the ad- 
dresses that day, one could not 
but conclude that the giving of the 
Gospel to lost mankind was largely 
a matter of better organization, 
better equipment, more men and 
women. Symptoms, indeed, were 
not lacking that a few more sparks 
might have precipitated an explo- 
of 
the idol of ecclesiastical self-ef- 
ficiency was apparently too great 
a price to pay. 

But, brethren, the Spirit‘of God 
is with us still. Pentecost is yet 
within our grasp. If revival is be- 
ing withheld from us it is because 
some idol remains still enthroned; 
because we still insist in placing 
our reliance in human schemes; 
because we still refuse to face the 
unchangeable truth that “it is not 
by might, nor by power, but BY 
MY Srewe. 

¢From the book, “By My Spirit,” 
published by Gospel Publishing 
House, Springfield, Missouri). 
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